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• The number of people killed in TEXAS in 2020 In traffic 
crashes where the driver/rider was under the influence of 
alcohol was 958. Texas leads the nation in the number of 
drunk driving deaths and crashes.
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IMPAIRED MOTORCYCLE RIDING COULD BE YOUR LAST CHOICE
Texas lost 608 DWI impaired drivers/riders in 2020.  Of those 176 were 
motorcyclists positive for drugs or alcohol. That’s 36% of the fatal number of 482 
motorcyclists.

Did you know –
In 2019, motorcycle riders involved in fatal crashes had higher percentages of alcohol impairment than 
drivers of any other motor vehicle type (29% for motorcycles, 20% for passenger cars and 19% for light 
trucks).

432
176

Texas 2020 DWI Driver Deaths

Non-motorcycle driver
Motorcycle operator

Texas Department of Transportation, 2021
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2021

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Texas lost 482 motorcyclists in general in 2020, up 15% from year before.  The NHTSA reports that 42% of motorcyclists killed in single-vehicle crashes were impaired by alcohol, and 30% of riders did not have a valid license to operate a motorcycle. Of the fatal motorcycle accidents occurring in 2019, the NHTSA found that 29% of the motorcycle operators were intoxicated. It also found that 40% of the riders between 40 and 44 years of age who died in crashes in 2019 were drunk.
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DID YOU KNOW

• Forty-two percent of motorcycle riders who died in single-
vehicle crashes in 2019 were alcohol-impaired.

• Of 2019 Texas motorcyclist fatalities, 37% had > 0.08 BAC while 
US average was 29% > 0.08 BAC.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Almost 7,500 motorcycle crashes occurred in Texas in 2020, causing 1,856 serious injuries and 482 fatalities. What’s worse, Texas motorcyclist deaths increased by 17% in 2020 compared to 2019, an alarming trend that reinforces the vulnerability of those on motorcycles and the dangers on highways and roads.
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THANK YOU

Ben Smith - Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Watch UR BAC 
Alcohol and Drug Awareness Program
ben.smith@ag.tamu.edu
979-321-5236

mailto:ben.smith@ag.tamu.edu
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