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“What The Data Says.”

Source

https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812979 
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“Go-to” 
Motorcycle 

Safety Links

• Traffic Safety Marketing- https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-
materials/motorcycle-safety

• Main Page- https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/motorcycle-safety

• NCSA Tools, Publications, and Data- https://cdan.nhtsa.gov/ search using key 
word “motorcycle”

https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/motorcycle-safety
https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/motorcycle-safety
https://cdan.nhtsa.gov/


Recent Data-

Fatalities

In 2018 there were 4,985 
motorcyclists killed—a decrease 

of 5 percent from the 5,229 
motorcyclists killed in 2017.



Recent Data-

Injuries

An estimated 82,000 
motorcyclists were injured during 

2018, an 8-percent decrease 
from the 89,000 motorcyclists 

injured in 2017.



Recent Data-

Vehicle Mile Traveled 
(VMT)

Per vehicle miles traveled in 
2018, motorcyclist fatalities 

occurred nearly 27 times more 
frequently than passenger car 

occupant fatalities in traffic 
crashes.



Recent Data-

No Valid Endorsement

28% percent of motorcycle riders 
involved in fatal crashes in 2018 

were riding without valid 
motorcycle licenses.



Recent Data-

Alcohol Impairment

In 2018 motorcycle riders involved in 
fatal crashes had higher percentages 
of alcohol impairment than drivers of 

any other motor vehicle type

(25% for motorcycles, 21% for 
passenger cars, 19% for light trucks, 

and 3% for large trucks).



Recent Data-

Alcohol Impairment

39% percent of motorcycle riders 
who died in single-vehicle 

crashes in 2018 were alcohol-
impaired.



Recent Data-

Alcohol Impairment

Motorcycle riders killed in traffic 
crashes at night were almost 
three times more frequently 

alcohol-impaired than those killed 
during the day in 2018.



Recent Data-

Helmet Usage Estimate

NHTSA estimates that helmets 
saved the lives of 1,872 

motorcyclists in 2017, and that 
749 more could have been saved 

if all motorcyclists had worn 
helmets.



Recent Data-

Helmet Laws

In States without universal helmet 
laws, 57% of motorcyclists killed 

in 2018 were not wearing 
helmets, as compared to 9% in 

States with universal helmet 
laws.



“The Data Says…”

• Decrease in injuries and fatalities

• Still much work to be done

• Impairment

• Personal Protective Equipment

• Speeding



How To Engage and 
Collaborate with NHTSA

• Know the data

• Share the data

• Use the data

• Collaborate with us



Thank you! 

LaCheryl E. Jones

Highway Safety Specialist, 

NHTSA, USDOT

Email: lacheryl.jones@dot.gov 


